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CHAPTER 3 – 

POPULATION, HOUSING & ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
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A clear understanding of the present characteristics of Mantua Village establishes a basic framework for considering its future. Most data were obtained from the 2000 U.S. Census, a consistent source of information for communities and one that provides a basis for comparisons to other communities at a variety of geographic levels. Since the 2000 Census, more current data are available through Census estimates, which are not as extensive topically as the decennial censuses. Some Census data is obtained from sampling rather than the entire population of Census respondents. Because the population of the Village is relatively small, minor increases and decreases in statistical data can appear more significant when presented as percentages.  Changes through time are examined to establish trends in population, housing and employment.

1.
POPULATION
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According to the 2000 Census, 1,046 people called Mantua Village their home.  There were 494 males (47.2%) and 552 females (52.8%).  Ethnic minorities accounted for approximately one percent of the population in 2000. The estimated population in 2007 was 1,018. 

2. 
HISTORIC POPULATION DATA

Historic population information for the Village for the past 60 years is displayed in Table 1.  Table 2 represents the historic population figures for Portage County.  
Compared to Portage County as a whole, the Village had modest population gains through 1970 and then lost 13% of its residents between 1970 and 1980.  In contrast the Village showed significant growth from 1980 to 1990, 13.2%, compared to the County, which only grew by 5%. The 2000 Census documented continued population loss to 1,046 persons and 2007 estimates dropped the figure an additional 2.7% to 1,018 persons. 
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POPULATION GROWTH & PROJECTIONS

Current population projections indicate a relatively stable population for the next 30 years. (Table 3) This scenario may change if new housing or employment opportunities become available in the Village. If gas prices force a change in commuting patterns in the future, the demand for services and employment in close proximity to housing may bode well for small communities like Mantua Village.

4.
AGE STRUCTURE
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According to the 2000 Census, the median age in Mantua Village was 35.9 years.  For comparison, the median age in Mantua Township was 39.2 years and in Shalersville it was 35.4. Hiram Village, with many students from the college, had a median age of 20.8 years.

The age structure for Mantua Village is shown in Chart 1 for 1990 and 2000. It is divided into age groups that reflect societal milestones, such as school-age children or retirees, in order to identify how the groups changed during the decade. 

Some notable changes in age groups in Mantua Village include the following:
· The total number of children under 5 years of age has decreased by 31%. This correlates with a decrease in the number of 25 to 34 year olds.  The people in the 25 to 34 age cohort are young families with young children.  This information suggests that young families are not remaining in or establishing themselves in Mantua Village.  Home prices or availability or employment opportunities can influence the decision of young families to locate or remain in the Village. 

· The 45-54 year old age group, largely the baby boomers, showed the largest increase in numbers from 1990 to 2000, a 46% increase; however this still represents a loss of 45% of this age group when compared to the number of 35-44 year olds a decade earlier. 

· The number of residents between the ages of 55 and 64 has dropped by one-third reflecting a loss of older, middle-aged persons. Whether such changes are the result of employment shifts in the region or other factors is not clear. 

· The number of individuals age 65 and over has remained steady over the past ten years.  This implies that many of the residents between the ages of 55 and 64 in 1990 remained in the Village through the decade. As in most parts of Portage County this aging trend suggests a need to increase the number of assisted living services and alternative housing choices for older persons.
5. 
EDUCATION LEVELS
In 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau recorded data on the educational attainment levels for 713 individuals 25 years old and older in the Village. Table 4 shows 90% acquired a high school diploma or higher. Twenty-three percent (23%) of residents received some type of degree (Associates, Bachelors, Graduate or Professional). In general, the number of residents that have degrees is somewhat lower than all Portage County residents (25.9%), but there is a greater percentage of high schools graduates in the Village than is typical in the County as a whole (39.9%).

6.  
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

The 2000 Census reported the median household income for Mantua Village residents was $49,519 in 1999.  Ten years prior, the 1990 Census reported the median household income at $30,781.  In the ten year period, the median house hold income rose by 61%; however, allowing for inflation, the actual increase in buying power was approximately 22%. For comparison, the median household income in 1999 for Mantua Township was $51,406, for Shalersville Township was $49,671, and for Portage County was $44,347. 


The 2000 Census data (Chart 2) shows the number of households that reported household incomes less than $50,000 decreased between 1989 and 1999. The sharpest decline (-57%) occurred in the $15,000 to $24,999 income category. In 1999, approximately 30% of the households in the Village earned between $50,000 and $74,999. The number of households earning $75,000 to $99,999 increased by 300% in the decade, though this earning category represents less than 1% of the households in the Village.  Only three households earned $200,000 or more in 1999.

7.  
POVERTY STATUS 

A total of 37 persons or 3.6% of the residents reported a household income in 1999 that was below the poverty level (U.S. Census, 2000). The poverty level is the minimum level of income deemed necessary to achieve an adequate standard of living.  According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the national poverty level for a one person household in 1999 was $8,240.  The poverty level increases by $2,820 for each additional person living in the household.  For instance, a four person household with a combined household income at or below $16,700 is considered to be living in poverty.  

The Census 2000 reported almost 5% of the 283 families in the Village had incomes below the poverty level. Ten (10) households with income at or below the poverty level indicated they were single-parent households with children under the age of 18 years.

8.  
EMPLOYMENT STATUS & COMMUTING PATTERNS

In 2000, there were 853 people age 16 years or older living in the Village.  According to the 2000 Census, nearly 76% (651) of these individuals made up the Village’s civilian labor force with 27 individuals reporting they were not employed, a 4.1% unemployment rate. 

Of the 624 employed individuals making up the civilian workforce, 623 provided place of work information; all worked within the State of Ohio.  Businesses located within the Village employed 128 (20.5%) local residents.  Approximately 57% (355) of the Village’s civilian labor force worked in Portage County while 43% (268) worked outside of the County.

The Census figures showed 85.4% (532) of the civilian workforce drove alone to work, while only 6.7% (42) stated they carpooled.  Thirty (4.8%) individuals walked to work and 18 (2.9%) reported they worked at home.  One person stated he used public transportation. The mean travel time to work for the Mantua workforce was 21.5 minutes. 

9.  
LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS

A. 
Occupation


As shown on Table 5: Labor Force Characteristics - Occupation, the 2000 Census reported approximately 73% of persons aged 16 or older were employed in 1999. Almost 30% (186) of these residents had careers in sales or office occupations and 26% (162) listed their occupation as management or a similarly related profession.  Production, transportation and material moving occupations represented 18.8% (117) of the Village’s employed civilian workforce.  Eighty-three (13.3%) residents were employed in the service industry compared to 15.1% for the entire County. Jobs in construction, extraction or maintenance accounted for 12.2% of residents’ employment. 

B.
Employment by Industry


The Village’s civilian workforce by type of industry is shown in Table 6.  The largest percentage (26%) of the residents reported working for a manufacturing company.  Nearly 18% or 109 residents stated they were employed by an educational, health or social service institution.  Construction-related businesses employed the third highest percentage of residents (11.4%) followed by retail trade (8.2%) and arts, entertainment, recreation and hospitality (7.7%).   


Only 2 people reported working for an information-related industry.  No Village residents were listed as being employed in agriculture, fishing or forestry. 


In general, the number of people employed in manufacturing occupations decreased over the last 10 years and the number of jobs in the service economy increased. While comparable industry numbers are not available for Mantua Village from the 1990 Census, in Mantua Township there was a 24% decrease in manufacturing jobs from 1989 to 1999. Employment in manufacturing in the Village for 1999 may reflect a comparable decrease since 1989. These changes in manufacturing employment may have had some influence on the Village’s population decline between 1990 and 2000, though other factors may be involved. While construction jobs increased for the Township in the decade from 1989 to 1999 by 19%, the current economy and housing slow down have reduced those numbers throughout Portage County. The 2010 Census will provide more data to help evaluate economic conditions in the County and its cities and villages. 

10. RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

A.  2000 Census Housing Data


According to 2000 Census information for the last 30 years (Table 7, Total Dwelling Units) the greatest number of new dwelling units in the Village were completed during the 1980’s.  In 2000 there were a total of 452 residential dwellings units with an average household size of 2.38 persons. While the Census reported the Village lost 25 dwelling units between 1990 and 2000, this number is questionable. No demolitions were reported by the Village in that time period and 22 new residential building permits were issued between 1990 and 2000 according to County Building Department data. New data available in 2008 may help verify the number of dwelling units in the Village. 


The 2000 Census information showed 11 vacant units and 1 home used for seasonal, recreational or occasional use.  The vacancy rate of 2.4% was down from the 4% reported in the 1990 Census. The census information also indicated that 34.9% or 154 dwelling units of the Village’s total dwelling units were used for rental purposes. The balance of the housing stock (287 dwelling units) is owner occupied.

In 2000, 75% of the owner-occupied dwelling units were mortgaged. The median value of owner-occupied dwelling units in 2000 was $118,400. In 1990, the median value


of owner-occupied dwelling units was $68,000; however a house at this value in 1989 would be worth approximately $91,000 in 1999 dollars. Using the raw numbers this is a 74% increase in residential real estate value; accounting for inflation, the increase is closer to 30%. 

Single-family detached homes are the most common type of housing structure in the Village at 66.4% (Table 8, Housing Structures). Sixty-two units were two-family structures and 48 units were three and four-family structures.  

Mantua Village has a significant historic housing stock.  Nearly 75% of the residential dwelling units were constructed in Mantua before 1960 (Table 9, Age of Housing Units). In fact 238 of the 452 dwelling units were constructed before 1939.  Having a large portion of historic housing stock may indicate a need for housing rehabilitation or for funding to help those who cannot afford the cost of rehabilitating older homes. Thirty-nine (39) homes in Mantua Village were on the Ohio Historic Inventory in 2004, though this number may have increased since then. 

B. Residential Building Permit Data

The number of new residential building permits issued is another method to measure the rate of housing construction. The average number of residential building permits issued per year between 1990 and 2005 was 1.5 (Table 10, Rate of Housing Construction: 1990-2005).  During the first half of the 1990s an average of 3.4 building permits was issued per year compared to an average of one per year in the last half of the decade.  As stated earlier, the 22 building permits issued between 1990 and 2000 suggest that the loss of dwelling units reported by the Census in 2000 may be an error. 

Only one building permit was issued between 2000 and 2005. During this same time period, Mantua Township averaged 25 new residential building permits annually and Shalersville Township averaged nearly 19.  This information suggests that the drastic reduction in new home construction within the Village is not related to a reluctance to construct new homes in this area of Portage County. The availability of building sites may constrain new residential construction in the Village.


C. Housing Costs

The median mortgage cost for an occupied residential housing unit in 2000 for Mantua Village was $992 per month.  Of the total of 190 units reporting a monthly mortgage, the greatest percentage of payments (36.8%) were in the $1,000 to $1,499 category (Table 11).  Also, the 2000 Census reported that for 81.6% of the individuals paying monthly owner costs, their payment was less than 30% of their annual household income.  This ratio of mortgage to income, which is typical for lending institutions to use, signifies that the household has sufficient money available for other expenses throughout the year.  However, 18.4% of households pay greater than 30% of their income for housing costs, which could indicate their housing costs are a financial burden, leaving less money for other living expenses.


The monthly median rental payment in Mantua was $552. Of the rental units reporting, the greatest percentage of monthly payments was in the range of $500 to $749 (Table 12).  Of all renters, 43.3% stated their monthly rent was $499 or less per month. Despite the low rental costs, the 2000 Census reported 39% of renters in the Village paid more than 30% of their household income on gross rent and would be considered cost burdened.  


11. Conclusion

The general characteristics of Mantua Village suggest it is a relatively well-educated community coping with an economic downturn that is prevalent across northeast Ohio. While its historic character adds charm, the age of structures and lack of new economic development may have slowed growth. However, results of the community surveys indicate a strong interest in encouraging new business growth, capitalizing on the natural and historic amenities, and maintaining the small town atmosphere that has made Mantua Village an appealing place to live and work for many people.[image: image5.png]



TABLE 2�
�
HISTORIC POPULATION GROWTH


PORTAGE COUNTY�
�
Year


�
Population


�
Percent Growth


�
�
1940�
46,660�
�
�
1950�
63,954�
37.1%�
�
1960�
91,798�
43.5%�
�
1970�
125,868�
37.0%�
�
1980�
135,856�
7.9%�
�
1990�
142,585�
5.0%�
�
2000�
152,061�
6.6%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau�
�






TABLE 1


POPULATION CHANGE 


MANTUA VILLAGE


	


Year


�
Population


�
Percent Growth


�
�
1940�
870�
�
�
1950�
1,059�
21.7%�
�
1960�
1,194�
12.7%�
�
1970�
1,199�
0.4%�
�
1980�
1,041�
-13.2%�
�
1990�
1,178�
 13.2%�
�
2000





2007�
1,046





1,018�
-11.2%





-2.7%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau








TABLE 3


PROJECTED POPULATION GROWTH


MANTUA VILLAGE


	


Year


�
Projected Population


�
Percent Growth


�
�
2000�
1,046�
�
�
2005�
1,043�
-0.03%�
�
2010�
1,037�
-0.06%�
�
2015�
1,055�
1.7%�
�
2020�
1,072�
1.6%�
�
2025�
1,065�
-0.7%�
�
2030�
1,062�
-0.3%�
�



Source: Portage County Regional Planning Commission








Chart 1 


Age Structure


Mantua Village


�


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 and 2000 Census











TABLE 4


EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT: PERSONS 25 YEARS OR OLDER 


MANTUA VILLAGE








�
2000 Population


�
Percent�
�
Persons 25 Years and Over �
713�
100.0% �
�
Less Than 9th Grade �
14�
    2.0% �
�
9th to 12th Grade, No Diploma �
57�
    8.0% �
�
High School Graduate �
327�
  45.9% �
�
Some College, No Degree �
151�
  21.2% �
�
Associate Degree �
32�
    4.5% �
�
Bachelor's Degree �
93�
  13.0% �
�
Graduate or Professional Degree �
39�
  5.5% �
�



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census























Chart 2


Household Income


Mantua Village





�


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 and 2000 Census














TABLE 5


LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS - OCCUPATION 





Occupation


�
Persons


�
Percent�
�
Employed Civilian Population 


16 years and over


�
624


�
100.0%


�
�
Management, professional, and related occupations


�
162


�
26.0%�
�
Service occupations 


�
83�
13.3%�
�
Sales and office occupations 


�
186�
29.8%�
�
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations


�
0


�
0


 �
�
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations  


�
76


�
12.2%


 �
�
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations


�
117


�
18.8%


 �
�



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census











TABLE 6


LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS – EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY





Industry


�
Persons


�
Percent�
�
Employed Civilian Population


16 years and over


�
624


�
100.0%


�
�
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining


�
0


�
0.0%�
�
Construction


�
71�
11.4%�
�
Manufacturing


�
162�
26.0%�
�
Wholesale trade


�
32


�
5.1%


�
�
Retail trade


�
51


�
8.2%


�
�
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities


�
25


�
4.0%


�
�
Information�
2�
0.3%�
�
Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental leasing


�
38�
6.1%�
�
Professional, scientific, management, administrative, and waste management services


�
30�
4.8%�
�
Educational, health and social services


�
109�
17.5%�
�
Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food service


�
48�
7.7%�
�
Other services (except public administration)


�
31�
5.0%�
�
Public Administration


�
25�
4.0%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census











TABLE 7


TOTAL DWELLING UNITS�
�
�
�
Year�
Total Dwelling Units�
Percent Change�
�
1970�
377�
�
�
1980�
409�
8.5%�
�
1990�
477�
16.2%�
�
2000�
452�
-5.2%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau: 1970, 1980, 1990 and 2000�
�
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TABLE 9 


AGE OF HOUSING UNITS�
�



Year Structure Built�
Number�
Percent�
�
         1999 to March 2000�
                             2�
  0.4%�
�
         1995 to 1998�
                           15�
  3.3%�
�
         1990 to 1994�
                           21�
  4.6%�
�
         1980 to 1989�
                           30�
   6.6%�
�
         1970 to 1979�
                           23�
   5.1%�
�
         1960 to 1969�
                           33�
   7.3%�
�
         1940 to 1959�
                           90�
  19.9%�
�
         1939 or earlier�
                         238�
  52.7%�
�
         Total housing units�
                         452�
100.0%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau: 2000�
�
�
�















TABLE 8 


HOUSING STRUCTURES: 2000�
�



Housing Structure�
Number�
Percent�
�
1-unit detached�
300�
66.4%�
�
1-unit attached�
    5�
  1.1%�
�
2 units�
   62�
 13.4%�
�
3 or 4 units�
    48�
 10.6%�
�
5 to 9 units�
    32�
   7.1%�
�
10 to 19 units�
     4�
   0.9%�
�
Mobile home, trailer, or other�
      1�
   0.2%�
�
Total�
  452�
100.0%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau: 2000�
�
�
�















TABLE 10 


RATE OF HOUSING CONSTRUCTION: 1990-2005


�
�
Year�
Residential Building Permits�
�
1990�
3�
�
1991�
8�
�
1992�
2�
�
1993�
3�
�
1994�
1�
�
1995�
0�
�
1996�
1�
�
1997�
3�
�
1998�
1�
�
1999�
0�
�
2000�
0�
�
2001�
1�
�
2002�
0�
�
2003�
0�
�
2004�
0�
�
2005�
0�
�
Total Permits�
                                         23�
�



Source: Portage County Regional Planning Commission and Portage      County Building Department�
�


















TABLE 11 


MONTHLY MORTGAGE COSTS FOR ALL MORTGAGED OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL HOUSING UNITS�
�



Mortgage�
          Number�
Percent�
�
Less than $300�
                 0�
  0.0%�
�
    $300 - $499�
                 8�
  4.2%�
�
    $500 - $699�
               31�
16.3%�
�
    $700 - $999�
               58�
30.2%�
�
               $1,000 - $1,499�
               70�
36.8%�
�
               $1,500 - $1,999�
               17�
  8.9%�
�
               $2,000 or More�
                 6�
  3.2%�
�
              Total Units�
             190�
52.7%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau: 2000�
�
�
�















TABLE 12 


MONTHLY GROSS RENT PER RENTAL HOUSING UNITS�
�



Monthly Gross Rent�
Percent�
�
Paying No Rent�
   6.0% �
�
       $200 - $299�
   4.0%�
�
       $300 - $499�
 33.3%�
�
       $500 - $749�
 38.7%�
�
       $750 - $999�
 16.0%�
�
                      $1,000 - $1,499�
   2.0%�
�
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000�
�
�





















� Median value means that half of the owner occupied units were above the median value and half were below.
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